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The conference committee concentrated on three areas of improvement:

1.  Eliminating Membership Requirement for TOY Awards

The Professional Standards and Awards committee concentrated on increasing the pool of student teacher excellence awardees due to need to involve new teachers in professional organizations and to increase membership.  Student Teacher awardees and all Teacher of the Year awardees would no longer be required to be members of CCSS as this condition has not been deemed to increase membership.  This requirement has also eliminated quality candidates.  

Student Teacher award winners will have a standing invitation to serve on the Awards Committees and will be asked to participate in the evaluation process of future Student Teacher award candidates.  They will also be encouraged to recruit their peers into the organization.

All TOY winners and Student Teacher winners will be given one year free membership.  Committee will monitor how many of these candidates renew their membership to see if this change in requirements meets the goal of increasing membership.  If the change does not work, we can reinstitute the requirement.

2.  Creating a Recognition Program for Past Presidents and Past Award Winners at 2011 CCSS Conference
Since 2011 is CCSS’ Golden Celebration, and since we are an organization that values the importance of history, we feel that recognizing the members of our past who have contributed to the Social Studies should be recognized during the conference.  The recognition will be marked by:

· Special invitations in golden envelopes

· Special page in the program

· Hall of Fame Easels in the corridor

· Quotes from past awardees lining the hallway or in an addendum to the program

· Special certificates during the awards banquet

3.  Procedural Changes to TOY Submissions and Language of the Application

The language on the Student Teacher application was not as clear as it could be so it will change to make requirements easier to understand.  Next year will mark a submission to electronic submission of TOY applications on order to facilitate sharing to the applications to evaluators and to reduce costs.  The transition will take place next year with the option to submit electronically, but we will go electronic-only the following year (2012).

